
REVIEW 

Green machine 
Iconic American brand Mcintosh has added a turntable to its range - and Noel Keywood finds 
it is a potent performer. 

Walk into a r o o m and 

you'll s e e this turn-

table straight away, 

your eyes drawn by 

an ee r i e green light 

f rom its platter. To 

achieve this e f fect Mcintosh place 

green LED uplights beneath a clear 

acrylic platter. It's all par t of this 

Amer ican company's bold US style 

- and it draws attention like little 

e lse . S o if you want peop le t o s e e 

your turntable, t h e MT5 has m o r e 

visual o o m p h than mos t . 

In keeping with this s t rong and 

distinctive h o u s e style c o m e s e a s e 

of u s e and breadth of ability: w h e r e 

belt drives have in the pas t of fered 

33rpm and 4 5 r p m , because a 78rpm 

pulley s t re tches t h e belt t o o much, 

t h e MT5 has a simple, switchable 

78rpm opt ion. I s u s p e c t not many 

p e o p l e will w a n t t o u s e it b e c a u s e 

78s a r e m o r e of historical interest 

t o co l l ec tor s than chuck-about 

enter ta inment i tems for the re s t of 

us, as you find o u t when you drop 

o n e and it shatters , but e lectronic 

speed control makes this added 

ability easy t o o f fer - s o Mcintosh 

have d o n e so . 

All of which is t o give you s o m e 

idea of w h e r e Mcintosh a r e coming 

from with the MT5. They p r e s e n t it 

as a turntable package for t h o s e w h o 

want high quality but e a s e of use . It 

speaks loudly a b o u t what it d o e s , in 

the form of that brightly lit green 

platter; friends won ' t walk in and 

miss the turntable . Happily, nowadays 

there a r e no lack of LPs t o g o with 

it, as LP press ing plants around t h e 
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world w o r k over t ime t o supply 

demand . 

Tes tament t o e a s e of use are t w o 

traditional-style ro tary switches on 

the front panel. A t left is t h e speed 

se l ec tor : 33, 4 5 and 78rpm. You don't 

have t o m o v e t h e belt manually 

as required on simpler, albeit less 

expensive , designs. 

A t right is another three-pos i t ion 

rotary switch that has Off, Standby 

and O n posit ions. With the last of 

t h e s e all lights c o m e on and the 

heavy acrylic platter slowly runs up 

t o speed . All lights? Yes, that means 

fascia back-lighting s o all legends 

and the manufacturer 's name can be 

read in low light, as well as t h e lights 

beneath the platter that make it g low 

green. I'm reminded that old radios 

and the like commonly used similar 

back lighting: Mcintosh are reviving 

an ancient pract ice here but with 

new technology - fi lament bulbs are 

gone , long life LEDs replacing them. 

T h e Standby posit ion relates t o use 

with a Macintosh preamp, w h e r e the 

turntable lights up but doesn ' t start , 

when the preamp is switched on. 

Whi l s t t h e turntable employs 

A large knurled-edge thumbwheel at left applies magnetic bias 
correction to the arm. The rear counterweight is uncalbrated so a 
stylus downforce gauge is needed. 

b e t t e r later as t h e handbook leaves 

t h e sub ject hanging. 

A turntable like this is equally 

suited - arguably m o r e s o - t o a 

high-quality moving magnet (MM) 

car tr idge f rom the likes of Audio 

Technica, Nagaoka , Goldring, O r t o f o n 

and a hos t for o t h e r s not forgett ing 

Shure's M 9 7 X E for t h o s e t o o cack-

"this deck delivered dynamic 
contrasts seemingly greater than 
hi-res digital, graced by a silent 
background" 
m o d e r n electronic control of speed , 

using a stainless-steel brushed 

d.c. motor , the arm remains firmly 

manual. It is a s imple design with 

a damped manual lift and lower 

platform, actuated by a s ide lever. 

Into the arm is fitted a high 

ou tput Sumiko Blue Point 2 moving 

coil (MC) cartr idge, purposed for 

an MM input - I have t o explain this 

I pushed a 4 m m banana plug with 

attached earth lead into this terminal 

t o establish earthing t o o u r Icon 

Audio PS3 p h o n o stage . A t far right, 

looking from rear, lies a small d.c. 

p o w e r input since t h e p o w e r supply 

is not on-board , being a small f ree 

The motor drives a sub-platter that sits on a 
large magnetically cushioned bearing, employ-
ing a hard ceramic bearing shaft. 

handed t o feel conf ident a b o u t 

manually lifting and lowering a t o n e 

arm. I'm thinking very much here of 

all t h o s e souls used t o bullet-proof 

digital devices but drawn by the lure 

of ancient analogue - especially when 

it lights up green! 

Mcintosh continue with their 

policy of glitz by using a highly 

polished stainless steel chassis that 

o f fer s a gleaming 

finish all the way 

around. A t rear 

it is s tudded by 

a pair of gold-

plated p h o n o 

o u t p u t socket s , 

plus a gold-plated 

ear th terminal 

no less - the 

first of its kind 

I ever recall 

seeing; t h e s e 

things are usually 

paltry little 

thumbwhee l s on 

a threaded shaft. 

The Sumiko Blue Point No2 mov-
ing coil cartridge. It is inexpensive 
and can easily be bettered. 

standing plastic c a s e (not a wall war t ) 

with 4 f t of thin twin c o r e f lex that 

carr ies 12V t o t h e turntable, and a 

two-pin 'calculator socket ' input for a 

suitably terminated mains cable (not 

supplied). A s you'd e x p e c t nowadays 

this is a universal p o w e r supply 

that w o r k s anywhere, accept ing 

II0V/240V, at 50 o r 60Hz. 

T h e MT5 is big: it weighs I4.3kgs, 

and m e a s u r e s 4 3 c m d e e p and 4 5 c m 

wide . T h e r e is no suspens ion sys tem 

s o it needs a firm and level sur face 

t o stand on, o n e able t o s u p p o r t 

its weight. Also, the d u s t c o v e r is 

not hinged; it must be lifted off and 

placed t o o n e side, s o s p a c e for 

this is needed, t o g e t h e r with the 

inevitable LPs that will lie about . This 

sugges t s a suitably s t rong and s table 

wall shelf sy s tem t o me. T h e plinth 
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The d.c. servo motor has a single capstan step for the belt; manual 
speed change by moving the belt between steps is unecessary. 

f ee t a re height adjustable. 

Although t h e MT5 is easy t o use, 

and c o m e s as a convenient package, 

if you look a t t h e h a n d b o o k available 

on line you will s e e a prodigious 

set-up procedure . O u r s was the only 

U K sample and c a m e boxed f rom 

t h e factory, n o t set-up - but this is 

a C learaud io- sourced design with 

pro tec ted ceramic cent re bearing 

shaft, lubricating oil, shaft, hub and 

much e l se in the b o x that I have 

e n c o u n t e r e d before , s o knew what 

t o d o - including t h e need for a long 

run in and s u b s e q u e n t speed re-

adjustment . It is a compl icated design 

and bes t s e t up by a dealer. 

You can, however, fit any 

car t r idge into t h e arm and a full 

range of a rm ad jus tment is available, 

including arm height; only headshell 

azimuth ad jus tment is not possible, 

but neither is it in m o s t f ixed-head 

a rms (e.g. SME, Rega). T h e t h r e e 

speed ad jus ters sit behind a small 

cover ; t o use them a s t r o b o s c o p e 

disc is needed or, better, a t e s t disc 

(Clearaudio) and frequency m e t e r 

(Maplins). A l so on t h e back panel a re 

synch inputs for a Macintosh hi-fi 

sys tem. You ge t a turntable mat and 

even a heavy puck t o hold r e c o r d s 

flat. 

And n o w t o t h e Sumiko Blue 

Point 2 moving coil car tr idge and 

what the handbook doesn ' t make 

clear. This is a high ou tput moving 

coil (MC) car tr idge p u r p o s e d for 

moving magnet (MM) inputs, n o t M C 

inputs as sugges ted in t h e handbook. 

The arm is lowered and lifted with a damped platform, operated 
by a lever. Manual cueing isn't so easy, because there's little 
clearance between the flat finger lift and the record surface. 
Finger lifts are usually curved upward to avoid this difficulty. 

It needs a 1000 O h m (minimum) load 

Sumiko say, w h e r e m o s t M C inputs 

are 100 O h m s . If you plug it into an 

M C input it will w o r k O K , as ou tput 

will d r o p substantially into 100 O h m s 

and being a resistive g e n e r a t o r t reb le 

is maintained (I tried it). But I felt MM 

sounded better, a tad m o r e dynamic. 

T h e Blue Point 2, although an M C 

with non-removable stylus, c o s t s 

just £ 2 0 0 o r so ; it is a s u p e r budget 

design - and s o u n d s it. It t r acks 

well at 2gms, but gives a dynamically 

lacklustre sound with overly s t rong 

high treble; I s o o n changed it for 

something be t te r - then the MT5 

showed its mett le . 

SOUND QUALITY 
T h e MT5 w a s run for a week , during 

which t ime it slowly s p e e d e d up 

from 3 1 2 0 H z t o 3 2 1 5 H z be fore its 

speed sett led. It w a s then adjusted 

back t o 3 1 5 0 Hz - the c o r r e c t 

value - and connec ted t o o u r Icon 

Audio PS3 valve p h o n o s tage MM 

input, fed direct t o a pair of Q u a d 

Q M P m o n o b l o c k p o w e r amplifiers 

driving Martin Logan Renaissance 

loudspeakers . 

I know the Sumiko Blue Point 

well and received the s a m e clear 

sound I have heard in the past. T h e 

MT5 had a gratifyingly s table s e n s e of 

t o n e t o piano in the Sc i s sor S i s ters 

'Mary'. This t rack was grounded in its 

timing, firm and as sured in progress , 

with cleanly delineated intervals 

be tween notes , f ree f rom t ime 

domain blur. 

I heard exactly the s a m e clean, 

a s sured sound with sustained synth 

chords on Alison Goldfrapp ' s ' O o h 

La La' - and if you are wonder ing 

why I d o not mention piano it is 

because synthes i ser sustains a r e 

electronically t imed, f ree of v ibrato 

o r o t h e r influence and commonly not 

sub ject t o analogue t a p e r e c o r d e r 

w o w either. 

It w a s obv ious that the MT5 

holds t ime well, underpinning 

instruments by removing subliminally 

disconcert ing lack of s table pitch, that 

o f ten affects belt drives. 

However, by t h e t ime I had 

played a wide range of LPs and 

reached t h e Zuton ' s slightly bright, 

hard sounding 'Tired of Hanging 

Around' , t h e limitations of Sumiko's 

Blue Point 2 - t h o s e I have baulked 

at in the pas t - w e r e beginning t o 

play on me. 

Treble emphas i s gave the t rack 

'Valerie' a thin, sharp t o p end and 

t h e r e wasn ' t t h e subtlety and insight 

I am used t o f rom o t h e r cartr idges , 
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The polished stainless steel rear carries gold plated phono socket audio outputs, as well as 
speed adjusters at right and a d.c. power input at far right. There are also actuator outputs for a 
McIntosh system. 

m o s t with b e t t e r s tylus prof i le s than 

t h e s i m p l e elliptical o f t h e Blue Point 

2. 

S o I r e a c h e d f o r o u r O r t o f o n 2M 

Black with its s u p e r b Shibata s ty lus 

and this t r a n s f o r m e d t h e s o u n d , 

adding in s t r o n g e r insight and b e t t e r 

de l ineat ion o f high f r e q u e n c y s o u n d s , 

plus a b e t t e r s e n s e o f c o h e r e n c e . 

N o w t h e M T 5 s t a r t e d t o sing, 

s o u n d i n g o p e n and s o p h i s t i c a t e d in 

its delivery. W i t h a t o p r e c o r d i n g 

and pre s s ing like Mark Knopf le r ' s 

'True Love Will N e v e r Fade ' f r o m 

t h e LP 'Kill t o G e t C r i m s o n ' , this 

d e c k de l ivered dynamic c o n t r a s t s 

s eeming ly g r e a t e r than hi-res digital, 

g r a c e d by a s i lent b a c k g r o u n d , 

embe l l i shed by f irm t r a n s i e n t s f r o m 

his gui tar and u n d e r p i n n e d by a c lean 

b a s s line, if n o t o n e t h a t is over ly 

heavy f r o m t h e 2M Black; a G o l d r i n g 

I 0 I 2 G X t h a t I r ev iewed last m o n t h 

has a tad m o r e b a s s and w o u l d a l s o 

suit . 

O n c e I had s o r t e d this c a r t r i d g e 

i s s u e out , t h e qual i t ies o f t h e M T 5 

began t o sh ine t h r o u g h in o u r 

n o w d e s p e r a t e l y reveal ing s y s t e m 

t e r m i n a t e d by t h e f a b u l o u s Martin 

Logan R e n a i s s a n c e hybrid e l e c t r o -

s ta t ic l o u d s p e a k e r s . T h e i r d e e p 

revelat ion m a d e c h a n g e s in s o u n d 

quality w h e n reviewing t h e M T 5 

s tarkly o b v i o u s . 

F o r s o m e r e a s o n t h e R e n a i s s a n c e 

l o u d s p e a k e r s w o r k with vinyl b e t t e r 

than m o s t , reveal ing r e c o r d i n g 

quality and pre s s ing quality t h r o u g h 

ru th le s s insight. This to ld m e t h e 

M T 5 o f f e r s a solid and c l ea r s o u n d 

with g r e a t t e m p o r a l grip and fluency, 

whi l s t dynamic c o n t r a s t s w e r e 

c o n v e y e d with convic t ion . This is 

a fine t u r n t a b l e o n c e run in and 

fet t led - and e q u i p p e d with a p ickup 

c a r t r i d g e m o r e d e s e r v i n g o f its 

abilities. 

CONCLUSION 
T h e M T 5 - 6 is, b e n e a t h its glitzy 

i l luminated ex te r io r , a c o m p l e x 

des ign . I f ound it e a s y t o u s e and 

y e t b o t h g o o d and f lexible e n o u g h 

t o a c c e p t v e r y high quality pick-up 

ca r t r idge s , which reveal its son ic 

s t r eng ths . 

It's ideal f o r t h o s e want ing a 

high-quality, e a s y t o u s e package , 

o n e ab le t o g e t t h e b e s t f r o m t h e 

new, high quality r e - i s s u e s hitting t h e 

m a r k e t today. F r o m t h e m it de l ivers 

s p e c t a c u l a r s o u n d I found, w h e n 

played t h r o u g h o n e o f t h e m o s t 

reveal ing hi-fi s y s t e m s available today. 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
The MT5 ran slow in initial tests but after 

run in settled at +1.6% fast. However, 

speed is adjustable so this was 

corrected before use. 

Over a long period wow (speed 

variation below 10Hz) consistently 
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measured 0.15% (DIN peak) and when 

weighted dropped to 0.08% - good 

and typical of high quality belt drive. 

Our spectral analysis of demodulated 

Wow & Flutter from a wow & flutter 

meter shows basic rate wow at 33rpm 

(0.55Hz) was responsible, usually caused 

by hub or bearing eccentricity. There 

was no flutter, the analysis shows. 

In conjunction with the Sumiko Blue 

Point cartridge fitted, our arm vibration 

analysis shows a stiff and well damped 

arm tube and headshell, free from the 

usual tube arm bending (ringing) modes, 

the main one being around 200Hz with 

aluminium - very well suppressed in this 

analysis. 

The Sumiko Blue Point moving 

coil cartridge had strongly rising treble, 

sufficient for there to be a little obvious 

brightness in use, likely heard as top end 

'sting'. Tracking was very good, so the 

sound will be stable and confident. 

The MT5 worked well in all areas. 

It offers a good basic performance, with 

easily selected, adjustable speed. N K 

S p e e d 
W o w 
F l u t t e r 
T o t a l 

+ 1 . 6 % 
0 . 1 5 % 
0 . 0 4 % 
0 . 0 8 % 

M A C I N T O S H M T 5 
T U R N T A B L E 
£ 7 , 4 9 5 

O U T S T A N D I N G • 
t h e bes t . 

a m o n g s t 

V E R D I C T 
A high-quality turntable, very 
specialised under the hood, 
yet up with the best in sound 
quality. Spectacular sound 
when fitted with a good pick-
up cartridge - and visually 
entertaining too. 

FOR 
- ease of use 
- sound quality 
- appearance 

A G A I N S T 
- unhinged dust cover 
- needs adjustment after 

run in 

Jordan Acoustics 
+44 (0)1592 744779 
www.jordanacoustics.co.uk 
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